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ANational Geophysical Data Center (NGDC)

United States Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service

Underlying scientific data viewable at:  http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/ngdc.html
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Charting a Paperless Future

With the advent of smaller computers, it has become possible to carry a whole library of nautical charts in a tackle box. A weekend or serious professional sailor now has available dozens of
detailed NOAA National Ocean Service maps of depth contours and bottom conditions for all coastal United States ocean waters. The color image background above is a section of a larger
index map for the New England coast. The CD-ROM shown above (lower left) is one of a series of seven discs that contain scanned maps that supplement the published NOAA-NOS paper
maps.

Survey points are
closely spaced
where detail is

needed
Many surveys are combined to

create a single bathymetric map

Many maps, both
preliminary and final,
can be stored on a

single CD-ROM
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